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570 PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OF [Dec., 

REPORT OF THE CURATORS. 

The collections in the care of the Curators remain in an excellent 
condition and progress has been made in their study and classification. 

In June an appropriation of $150,000 was made to the Academy by 
the State of Pennsylvania, for the erection of a new fireproof Library 
and Auditorium. Plans for this new building, to be erected south of 
the present Museum, and for the remodeling of the old Library building 
for Museum purposes, have been adopted and work will begin early in 
the coming year. 

The rearrangement of the collections in the old Museum building, 
which was closed to the public while the new roof was being constructed, 
has been practically completed, but until the new exhibition cases now 
under construction are installed, it is thought best to keep the building 
closed. 

In rearranging the collections, the fossil Vertebrates and the Lea 
collection of Eocene fossils occupy the main floor. The first gallery, 
where birds were formerly displayed, now contains the collections of 
fossil Invertebrates arranged in geological sequence. The exhibit of 
recent mollusks is to remain on the second gallery. 

A temporary partition shuts off the east end of the main floor, forming 
a room for the arrangement of the rapidly increasing study collection 
of mollusks. 

One hundred white pine cabinets were purchased during the year 
for the accommodation of this collection. In addition 720 cubic feet of 
exhibition cases, uniform with those previously purchased, have been 
ordered, and a number of moth-proof metal cases for the entomological 
and ornithological study collections. 

Mr. Clarence B. Moore has made additional explorations among the 
Indian mounds of the Southern States, and added valuable specimens 
to his collection. 

Dr. Skinner, at the instance of the Canadian Government, accom- 
panied Dr. Fletcher on a trip through Saskatchewan during the 
summer, and made extensive entomological collections for the Academy. 
Mr. Rehn, through the liberality of Mr. Morgan Hebard, was enabled 
to accompany him on a trip through New Mexico, Arizona and Cali- 
fornia, collecting Orthoptera and reptiles. All of the latter and half 
of the Orthoptera became the property of the Academy. 

Numerous local trips to various parts of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey by other members of the Museum staff have added largely to 
the herbarium and the collections of fishes reptiles and mollusks. 
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Among the more important accessions to the Museum during the 
year may be mentioned a series of earthenware vessels from Colombia; 
a series from the Wollaston collection of Mollusea from Madeira, the 
Canaries, Cape Verdes and St. Helena; a collection of Brazilian birds 
presented by Mrs. Thomas Gummey; a number of valuable mammals 
presented by the Zoological Society of Philadelphia, and a series of 
Cirripedes from the United States National Museum. 

In addition to the services rendered by the Museum staff, the 
Curators are indebted to Mr. S. S. Van Pelt for the care and enlarge- 
ment of the local herbarium, and to Dr. P. P. Calvert, Messrs. E. T. 
Cresson, Jr., and H. W. Wenzel for aid in the entomological department. 

Details of the work in several departments are appended. In 
addition Dr. J. P. Moore has continued the study and arrangement of 
the helminthological collections, and Mr. H. W. Fowler of the fishes, 
while Miss H. N. Wardle has devoted considerable time to the care of 
the archaeological department. 

The collections have been consulted by many visiting specialists and 
specimens have been loaned to Dr. F. W. True, H. W. Henshaw, E. W. 
Nelson, H. C. Oberholser, Dr. W. H. Dall, Dr. James P. Smith, Miss 
Mary J. Rathbun, Robert T. Young, Dr. G. A. Boulenger, Dr. Burnett 
Smith, W. H. Osgood, M. W. Lyon, Dr. C. H. Gilbert, and Dr. C. H. 
Eigenmann. 

Samuel G. Dixon, 

Executive Curator. 

Report of the Special Curator of the Department of Mollusca. 

During the year the collection of mollusks which was stored in 1906 
has been returned to the second gallery and in part rearranged. All of 
the fresh-water shells have been placed in dust-proof cases on the 
main floor of the Museum, where space has been partitioned off for 
the temporary accommodation of such part of the collection as is not 
exhibited. 

Large accessions have been made to the collections. Among the 
more extensive series are 250 trays of Florida shells collected by C. B. 
Moore; 100 lots from Victoria, Australia, from Mrs. A. F. Keynon; a 
series of Mexican shells from A. A. Hinkley, and a series of 1,320 trays 
from the Quadras collection of Philippine land shells. A series from 
the Lowe-Wollaston collection from the Atlantic Islands, Madeira, 
Canaries, St. Helena, etc., was purchased. 

The Special Curator has been occupied chiefly with the preparation 
of the Manual of Conchology, the volume for the year dealing with 
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the family Oleacinidm. Studies have also been made of the snails 
collected in Arizona in 1906, an account of which will shortly be ready 
for publication. 

Mr. E. G. Vanatta has given careful and efficient assistance in the 
work of the department. 

H. A. Pilsbry, 
Special Curator. 



REPORTS OF THE SECTIONS. 
The Biological and Microscopical Section. 

Nine stated and several informal meetings have been held during the 
year with the usual attendance. 

The following communications were made: 

On Filaria sanguinis hominis, by Dr. T. S. Stewart. 

On Amphigyra alabaminensis, and on an apparatus for showing 
polarized light, by Mr. F. J. Keeley. 

On motion of diatoms, by Mr. T. Chalkley Palmer. 

A paper "On Consciousness of Micro-Organisms," by Mr. John G. 
Rothermel, was presented to a large audience by request in the Library 
Hall. 

Dr. Sylvester J. Deehan, by invitation, read a paper "On the House 
Fly and Its Relation to Public Health." 

Shorter communications on various subjects were made by Messrs. 
J. A. Shulze, William B. Davis, Silas L. Schumo, Hugo Bilgram, Dr. 
J. C. Morris and C. S. Boyer. 

The semi-centennial anniversary of the founding of the Section will 
occur on March 30, 1908. Of the twenty-seven original members but 
few are now living; it is hoped, however, that the occasion may be the 
means of some commemoration of the work of the Section. 

The following officers were elected for the year 1908: 



Director, 
Vice-Director, 
Recorder, 

Corresponding Secretary, 
Treasurer, 
Conservator, . 



J. Cheston Morris, M.D. 
T. Chalkley Palmer. 
Charles S. Boyer. 
Silas L. Schumo. 
Thomas S. Stewart, M.D. 
F. J. Keeley. 

Charles S. Boyer, 

Recorder. 



